No More Delays Mr. President:
Appoint the Nation’s Next
Juvenile Justice Chief
Four

years

ago,

President

Obama

was

inaugurated, and we expected that within a
few months the President would nominate a
permanent administrator for the Office of
Juvenile Justice & Delinquency Prevention
(OJJDP). But this past week, as President
Obama renewed the oath of office, we are
still waiting. Each administration since
the office was created in 1974 has made
the appointment except President Obama’s.

The President should end this delay and here’s why:
The OJJDP is the leading federal agency responsible for
juvenile justice and delinquency prevention issues. Created
under the landmark Juvenile Justice & Delinquency Prevention
Act (JJDPA) of 1974, the OJJDP plays a vital role in assisting
state and local governments in addressing juvenile delinquency
through federal grants, research and guidance. For nearly 40
years, the OJJDP has helped states to create and sustain
effective approaches to reduce juvenile delinquency, and
develop programs that are cost-effective, improve public
safety and treat court-involved youth appropriately.
The OJJDP administrator articulates a national juvenile
justice agenda that is based on research on what works and
what doesn’t, as well as on adolescent development, and helps
states use the research, and implement best practices in
reforming their juvenile justice systems.

In particular, the administrator’s role is to ensure the
relevance and effectiveness of the main federal piece of
juvenile justice legislation, the JJDPA, which has provided
critical federal funding to states to comply with a set of
core requirements designed to protect children and meet their
unique needs.
While successful, the JJDPA could be substantially
strengthened to address more of the pressing needs in the
juvenile justice field, such as reducing the overuse of
incarceration, reducing racial and ethnic disparities and
closing the loopholes that allow some status offenders to be
detained and some youth to be placed in adult jails, despite
the original intentions of the law.
Further, the administrator advocates for juvenile justice
funding appropriations from Congress. Unfortunately, for more
than a decade, federal juvenile justice funding has steadily
declined — down 83 percent from 1999 to 2010 — and the
appropriations caps contained in the Budget Control Act of
2011 have only accelerated the pace of cuts.
The JJDPA has been sorely underfunded, and has not been
updated in more than a decade; it continues to languish.
Neither the House nor the Senate has introduced
reauthorization bills this past session, and the Obama
administration has been surprisingly silent on the matter.
Given the importance of this appointment, why the delay?
It’s not clear to this advocate.
There’s been no shortage of good candidates willing to take on
this job. The White House has received names and resumes on
numerous occasions, and now that the Senate confirmation
requirement has been removed the administration can make this
appointment without approval from the Senate.
Juvenile justice stakeholders have made hundreds of calls,

written letters and contacted key White House officials.
Still, there has been no response.
Members of Congress have also asked about the delay, including
some House members who wrote to the President.
And several news outlets have editorialized on this, including
The Washington Post and Los Angeles Times, whose editorial
declares “It’s well past time for Obama to name a leader for
the office.” The Washington Post editorial states, “A lengthy
vacancy at the top in the federal office charged with
combating juvenile delinquency and improving conditions of
youth incarceration requires President Obama’s swift
attention.”
No more delays Mr. President. It’s been long enough. We need a
juvenile justice expert and a leader as the nation’s next
OJJDP administrator. And we need one now.
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There’s some new nationwide research on why kids are
involved in gangs and how to stop them from joining up.
The Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention
released its December 2010 report called Gang Prevention: An
Overview of Research and Programs.
The report highlights why kids join gangs and how communities
can best combat gang activity. The OJJDP found that not all
strategies work. But, here are a few that do:

Parent and family involvement
Training teachers and parents to manage unruly young
people
Providing education that teaches kids interpersonal
skills
For some insight on how to rescue a teenager from a gang,
check out the column from Sedgrid Lewis in Ideas and Opinions
at JJIE.org.

